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It does not appear that he ever published any work,
either in prose or verse.

WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE.

The great outlines of the life of this illustrious
dramatist are sufficiently known. He was born on
the 23d of April, 1564 ; and died, where he was born,
on the 23d of April, 1616. Early in life, before he
could have acquired any profession, he became a hus-
band, and a father. Whether he ever removed his
family to London is uncertain3. At what time he
first visited London is still more uncertain. He cer-
tainly rose to excellence as a player, before the year
1591: And he began to produce those dramas, which
have eternized his name, about the year 1591. He
was celebrated as a poet in 1594. He became greatly

3 Aubrey has preserved a tradition which is extremely probable,
that Shakspeare used to travel, once a year, from Stratford to
London, and from London to Stratford: If this tradition be ad-
mitted as a fact, it would prove, with strong conviction, that he
had his family at Stratford, and his business in London. If docu-
ments be produced to prove that one Shakspeare, a player, re-
sided in St. Saviour's parish, Southwark, at the end of the six-
teenth, or the beginning of the seventeenth, century; this evi-
dence- will not be conclusive proof of the settled residence of
Shakspeare: For it is a fact as new as it is curious, that his bro-
ther Edmond, who was baptized on the 3d of May, 1580, became
a player at The Globe ; lived in St. Saviour's ; and was buried in
the church of that parish : the entry in the register being without
a blur, " 1607 December 31, [was* buried] Edmond Shakespeare*
a player, in the church ;" there can be no dispute about the date,
or the name, or the profession* It is remarkable, that the parish
clerk, who scarcely ever mentions any other distinction of the de-
ceased, than a man, or a >woman9 should, by I know not what in-
spiration, have recorded Edmond Shakspeare as a player. There
were, consequently, two Shakspeares on the stage, during the
same period ; as there were two Burbadges, who were also bro-
thers, and who acted on the same theatre. Mr. Malone has, in-
deed, remarked, that the burial of Edmond Shakspeare does not
appear in the parish register of Stratford-upon-Avon. I have not
been able to find any notice of Edmond Shukspeare, in the pre-
rogative-office.

VOL.   III.                       2   H